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Walter Goehr was born in Berlin. He studied 
composition under Arnold Schoenberg at the 
Prussian Academy of Fine Arts and Music, having - 
already started his career as a theatrical conductor 
before he was 20. He was the musical director of 
numerous dramatic productions by Reinhardt, 
Barnowsky and others, and wrote much theatrical 
and film music, as well as what was probably the 
first opera written specially for radio, Ma/popita. 
He was appointed a conductor to the Columbia 
Gramophone Company, first in Germany and 
later in England, where he continued to make 

_ many records with such artists as Landowska, 
Gigli, Flesch, and Petri. 

In 1942 Walter Goehr instituted a series of 
orchestral concerts in London at which many 
modern works were performed for the first time, 
and he continued his pioneer work with the 
Morley College Concerts Society. From 1946 to 
1949 he was on the staff of the BBC, and has 
continued to give many broadcasts each year since 
then as guest conductor. He frequently conducts 
the leading British orchestras (such as London 
Symphony, Philharmonia, Royal Philharmonic etc) 
in public concerts and broadcasts in London and 
other cities. 

In recent years Walter Goehr’s reputation has 
become increasingly established internationally, 
and he has conducted leading orchestras all over 
Europe - in France, Germany, Belgium, Holland, 
Italy, Switzerland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden and 
Greece. He has also conducted in Latin America 
and Israel, and his future engagements will take 
him still further afield. 

He has given first performances in England (and 
in some cases, world premieres) of works by such 
composers as Bartok, Stravinsky, Messiaen, Tippett 
and Britten. One of his great interests is the music 
of Monteverdi, several of whose works he has 
edited. His performance of the Vespers by Monte- 
verdi has become a regular feature of the York 
Festival, and his recording of the same composet’s 
opera L’ Incoronazione di Poppea was awarded the 
Grand Prix de Disques in 1954. This recording is 
one of many he has made in recent years with 
famous European orchestras. 


International Press Reviews 


Paris: An immense crowd filled the beautiful nave of 
See Eustache, where Walter Goehr conducted a 
great performance of the Missa Solemnis by 
Beethoven. The acoustics of the church created 
- around the work a halo of mysterious grandeur 
which harmonised perfectly with the powerful 
direction of Walter Goehr. 


The wonderful memory of the sublime and spell- 
binding performance which was given of the Missa 
- Solemnis... All the adjectives used at the beginning 
of this notice, none of which is exaggerated, 
may be applied to Walter Gochr. His skill, the 
conviction he communicated, his personality have 
inspired and integrated the work. It was one of 
those tarely experienced inspired evenings. What 
joy for the critic to surrender completely to the 
pleasure and emotion shared with thousands of 


listeners. 


Zurich L’Incoronazione di Poppea 
The performance of Claudio Monteverdi’s opera 
must be considered the great event of the season. 


Walter Goehr’s new concert version of this opera is 
not just an historical reconstruction—it brings the 


music close to the modern listener. 


Stockholm There was much enthusiastic applause, which was 
directed chiefly for the conductor of the evening, 
Walter Goehr. He displayed great technique and 


temperament, as well as musical feeling. 


Walter Goehr made the orchestra carry through the 
difficult task with inspiration and concentration... 
the enthusiastic response of the listeners after the 
performance certainly did not only express 
appreciation of the music, but also the brilliant 
interpretation artistically as well as musically. 


Copenhagen Walter Goehr is an international music 
personality whose acquaintance we made for the 
first time in yesterday’s Radio concert. He is one of 
the conductors who devotes himself fully to the 


Mexico City 


Tel Aviv 


* Athens 


f 


music and also asserts himself in a forthright manner 
just through the quality of his musicianship. 


Walter Goehr is known to us through his recordings 
as an outstanding conductor. In Bruckner’s third | 
Symphony he showed his full ability... he 
conducted with great ease and much devotion to the 
artistic expression, so that the difficult work 
maintained a flowing and significant meaning. 

He received tremendous applause at the end of the 


concett. 


Walter Goehr conducted to a full house. He has 

the ability of giving even to brief music expression 
strength and power—he made the musicians play 
better than ever—he lingered in the Haydn Largo 
so that the audience felt the peaceful quality of the 
music, and he conducted the finale so brilliantly 
that he created the atmosphere of a truly festive 
performance. After the interval two works of to-day 
were played—in them, Walter Goehr was so terrific 
that neither the Frenchman Messiaen nor the 

Czech Martinu could possibly wish for their works 
to be in the hands of a more sovereign man. 


The Spring season was inaugurated with a 

brilliant concert under Walter Goehr. From the very 
first bars one could sense a new aliveness, a 

new discipline and a new attention to the polish of 
details. Each and every musician had his attention 
focused on the conductot’s baton. The orchestra’s 
sonority was more brilliant, its attack more precise 
than ever before... the music sparkled with its 
interpreter’s own dynamic personality. 


Walter Goehr has an outstanding sense of rythmic 
accent and dynamics. His conducting was vivid and 


inspired. 


Walter Gaehr showed himself a conductor of the 
highest standard, enthralling and sparkling. 


The excellent conductor, Mr. Walter Goehr, gave 
to out orchestra the dynamic life and colour which 
rendered magnificently the musical pictures 
woven by Tchaikovsky. 
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English Press Reviews 

Mr. Goehr and the London Symphony Orchestra 

deserve our thanks for a concert well away from 

the routine track, a concert of distinction ... the 

reception given to the Symphony was really 

terrific... they shouted their bravos! and stamped 

and volleyed applause in an uninhibited way which 

seldom happens at concerts in this country. 
Manchester Guardian 

Walter Goeht conducted an excellent and unusual 

programme. The Daily Telegraph 

An exhilarating concert: Experienced concertgoers 

have learned to associate the name of Walter Goehr . 

with adventurous programmes, and this 

concert provided a characteristic example of his 

initiative. New Statesman and Nation 


Under Walter Goehr, the London Symphony 
Orchestra gave a magnificent performance. 

Sunday Times 
The London Symphony orchestra played superbly, 
and Walter Goehr, who had already conducted an 
outstanding performance of Berlioz’s Carnaval 
Romain, cannot be praised too much fot his part 
in this historicconcert. Time and Tide 


Mention should be made of an extraordinarily 
convincing broadcast performance of Stockhausen’s 
wildly difficult ““Kontrapunkte No 1’’, It represents 
a rematkable achievement on the part of a talented 
group of instrumentalists conducted by Walter 
Goehr. The Observer 


Walter Goehr gave a cogent and dramatic reading. 
The Observer 


Handel’s Messiah with Mozart’s additional wind 

and string accompaniments promised an evening 

of great musicological interest, and ended by “ 

having provided an experience that remains 

vividly impressed on the mind of at least one 

listener. It was as though a superb painting, for 

long hidden under thick varnish, and the 

accumulated grime of London fogs, had been 

cleaned and so revealed in its pristine grace. 
The Listener 


| Orff Orff’s Carmina Burana was vividly performed under 
Walter Goehr. Manchester Guardian 
Monteverdi Theculminating point of this year’s York 
| Vespers Triennial Festival was the performance of 


Monteverdi’s Vespers of 1610 under Walter Goehr. 
Many must have heard the broadcast, but only 
pilgrims to the Minster could experience fully the 
beauty and grandeur of an occasion which brought 
a masterpiece to life. A notable event and worthy 

| centrepiece to any Festival. Sunday Times 
Walter Goehr, whose new edition was used, made 
richly imaginative use of the Minster’s acoustic 
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possibilities ... Allin all, this performance in this 
setting would have constituted a major musical 
event at any European music festival, and fully 
justified the vision and initiative of York’s 

festival planners. The Daily Telegraph 


Bach Walter Goehr is one of a very few non-specialist 
conductors in our midst who has special interest in 
Bach, performing his music often and always with 
particular attention to problems of timbre and 
texture... Last night he conducted two Brandenburg 
Concertos with as much feeling for historical 
consideration as any student of baroque music 
could wish. The Times 
It was good to see London’s Bach-worshippers 
congregate in such large numbers at the Festival 
Hall last night, where the London Symphony 
Orchestra under Walter Goehr gave an all-Bach 
programme which included as the main work the 
monumental “Art of Fugue”... Last night’s 
orchestral version by Matyas Seiber and Walter 
Goehr commends itself for its sense of style and 
admirable economy. The Evening News 


Brahms It was a pleasure to be reminded of Mr. Walter 
and Symphony Goeht’s sympathy and skill when dealing with the 
standard repertory at the Festival Hall. His most 
substantial undertaking was Brahms’s second 
Symphony: this ,he never failed to remind us, 
represents Brahms in far more relaxed and sunny 
mood than the other three, and his reading was 
aptly light, transparent and gracious without in any 
way lacking symphonic dignity. The Times 


